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In the cold dank weather this February  

the first signs of Spring 



Our Services this Month 

March 2017 
1st March    Ash Wednesday 

7.30 pm   Holy Communion  
 

5th March   1st Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s  All Age Service 
 

12th March   2nd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion with Sunday School 
 

19th  March   3rd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St. Mary’s  Matins 

6.30 pm Congregational Church Silver End Joint Coral Service 
 

26th  March   Mothering Sunday (4th Sun. of Lent) 

9.30 am St Francis  MP 

11.00 am St Mary’s  All Age Eucharist 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Maureen Scollan   01376 517863 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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A message for Lent 

As we arrive at the beginning of March, we'll immediately find that 

Lent is upon us! For the 1st of March is also Ash Wednesday, which 

of course marks the beginning of the 40 days of Christian contem-

plation, self discipline, acts of service for others or for the world 

around us; a commitment to a particular pattern of prayer, or what-

ever else we feel we're being called by God to undertake this year, 

as part of our commitment to our life in Christ. 

But there's a couple of interesting things which stand out to me as a 

result of how the dates themselves fall this year. Perhaps the most 

obvious, and which makes things easy to think about from a glance 

when considering what week of the month it is,  the 1st Sunday of 

Lent, is also the 1st Sunday of the month. The 2nd Sunday of Lent is 

the 2nd Sunday of the month, and so on all the way through March. 

It also means that the first Sunday in April (being the 5th in Lent) is 

also Passion Sunday, and a marker for us as we begin to think in a 

more explicit way about the final journey which Jesus made, as he 

turns his face towards Jerusalem and the way of the Cross. 

But the other interesting thing is just how many individual special 

days we have littered throughout March as a whole too, and perhaps 

this seems just slightly more apparent due to how Lent this year 

falls. Aside from Ash Wednesday, and the Sundays of Lent which 

we've already mentioned, as we move further into March we'll arrive 

at St Patrick's Day on the 17th. An occasion for us  all  to think 

about Ireland, and pray for the churches who minister to the popula-

tion of our neighbouring island.  

Then just shortly afterward, we're invited to think about the life of St 

Joseph on the 20th. In actual fact his feast day usually falls on the 

19th, but has been transferred to the 20th this year so as not to co-

incide with one of the Sundays of Lent itself. It might be said that St 

Joseph's life is not remembered or celebrated as much as it could be 

within some parts of the Anglican church This could in part be be-

cause he is not mentioned in the gospels after the account of the 

child Jesus become found in the temple at Jerusalem, and it is fre-

quently thought that this may be due to Joseph having reached the 

end of his own life on earth prior to the beginning of Jesus' own pub-

lic ministry. But whether this be the case or not, Joseph plays such a 

pivotal role in the early part of Jesus' life, and in God's plan, that it is 

only right and proper that we remember him: He took care of Mary 

whilst she was pregnant and in labour. He also no doubt led the way 

in practical sense as the Holy Family fled to Egypt shortly after Jesus' 
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birth.  During Jesus' childhood, he would have provided for his fami-

ly through he trade as a carpenter, and no doubt worked at teaching 

Jesus that same trade whilst he was a boy. 

As we know, the 4th Sunday of Lent is also Mothering Sunday. The 

occasion on which many people say 'Thank You' to mum for all that 

she has done over the years, be that in the present day or remem-

bered with gratitude from years past. As I'm sure most readers will 

be aware, it's name really comes from the time when young people 

in service, would be given a day off from the austerity of the season 

of Lent, in order that they might make a pre-Easter pilgrimage back 

home to visit their families, when they would also visit their home or 

'mother' church as well. But flowers would often be picked on the 

way, and presented as a gift to their mother on their arrival; and 

hence the association with the practice of the way it is celebrated 

today. 

 Also interestingly (and very appropriately), Mothering Sunday 

which this year falls on the 26th March, comes the day after when 

we remember The Annunciation (on the 25th). That is the account 

of Mary being visited by the Angel, revealing to her that she would 

be the mother of Jesus. Surely she would not have appreciated the 

implications of everything if, she were to say 'yes' to God . But im-

portantly, she did say yes! Or to quote Luke's Gospel “let it be with 

me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). Mary said 'yes' to God, 

and the rest, (as the saying goes), is history! – Wonderful history 

for the whole of humanity, and which is as relevant today as it has 

always been. 

So in a short amount of time within the same month, we remember 

and celebrate lives of the whole Holy Family: Jesus, his mother 

Mary, and his loving step-father Joseph. Though like any family, 

there may have been moments when they did not always see things 

(at first at least) from each other's points of view (e.g.: Luke 2:41-

52), I am sure that there was a great deal of love shown within the 

Holy Family over the years too. 

So during this Lent, whatever else we may say 'yes' to God , let's all 

also make the commitment to do the very best that we can, to live 

in harmony and real Christian fellowship with one another, as God's 

extended family here on earth today. 

May I wish you all a very blessed and holy Lent. 

Paul Watkin. 
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The 50/50 Club January 2017 winners   

1st Ken Cockrell, 2nd Pat Clarke, 3rd Ann Riddleston.  

**************************** 

From the Registers February 2017 

Weddings  None  

Funerals   7th February 2017 

Service of Remembrance at Chelmsford Crematorium 

Phyllis Brenda Gurton 

12 July 1930—30th December 2016 

Christenings  None 

************************** 

Collects and Reading For March 2017 

5th March 1st Sunday of Lent 

All Age Service 

Readings 

Isaiah 58:1-9a, 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12, 

Matthew 5:13-20  

Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

your Son battled with the powers of darkness, 

and grew closer to you in the desert: 

help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer 

that we may witness to your saving love 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

12th March 2nd Sunday of Lent  

HC with Sunday School 

Readings 

Ecclesiasticus 15:15-end 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Matthew 5:21-37  
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Collect 

Almighty God, 
by the prayer and discipline of Lent 

may we enter into the mystery of Christ's sufferings, 
and by following in his Way 
come to share in his glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

19th March 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Matins 

Readings 

Genesis 1:1-2.3 

Romans 8:18-25 

Matthew 6:25 to end  

Collect 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

26th March Mothering Sunday (4th Sunday of Lent) 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Exodus 24:12-end 

2 Peter 1:16-end 

Matthew 17:1-9  

Collect 

God of compassion, 

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living 

that in joy and in sorrow 

we may know the power of your presence 

      to bind together and to heal; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD 7th FEBRUARY 2017 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Clark, Turner 
and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, BDC Cllr. Bowers and 19 members of the 
public. 

Public Forum including A12 widening and A120 route option 
consultations 

Following the consultation event on 6th February at Rivenhall Hotel, 
and the delivery of letters by the parish council to all households in 
the parish, residents were invited to give their views on the A12 wid-
ening and A120 route options consultations. A wide range of issues 
were discussed which helped to inform the parish council on its con-
sultation responses (see below). 

Other matters raised included: 

 Proposals for local level crossing closure 

 Essex Police have  taken some action against HGV drivers 
ignoring the height warning and weight restriction signs 
who then get stuck at the Oak Road railway bridge 

 Surface water flooding at Rickstones Road below Stoverns 
Hall farm. 

 Mud deposits along Oak Road. 

Matters for Discussion 

Co-option of new councillor 

As no election had been requested to fill the casual vacancy on the 
Parish Council, following the advertisement an application for co-
option had been received from Mr. David Knubley of Oak Road, Riv-
enhall End. It was unanimously agreed that Mr. Knubley be co-
opted as a Councillor for Rivenhall Parish Council. Mr. Knubley duly 
signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the other 
Members for the remainder of the meeting. 

Broadband 

Members commented that broadband within the parish was still hit 
and miss and the Clerk was requested to contact BT regarding the 
damage to the box at the Village Green. 

Annual Parish Assembly 

After discussion it was agreed for a similar format to last year with 
the following being invited to attend with a brief report: Essex Police, 
BDC, ECC Highways, local MP, Greenfields and the local School.  

Highways Maintenance 

The Chairman has yet again reiterated to Highways England the ne-
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cessity for remedial works on the A12 through Rivenhall End, in-
cluding the potholes that keep opening up and cleaning the areas 
near the southbound junction. 

There has been an increase in the number of potholes reported 
within the parish on the local roads with some spray marked for at-
tention but others missed. 

General Maintenance 

The maintenance contractor has been requested to trim the bram-
bles surrounding the Tarecroft Wood parking area off Rickstones 
Road and to trim back the growth along footpath 47, from Oak Road 
alongside the railway embankment; and to remove any litter. 

BDC has agreed to install a new litter bin in the Tarecroft Wood car 
park. 

The maintenance contractor will be requested to prune the Beech 
hedge at the Oak Road recycling site. 

It was requested that a cover be provided for the winter salt which 
is stockpiled at the Village Hall. 

The Clerk reported that the Hayter mower had been sold. 

Planning applications 

17/00106/FUL: 7 St. Mary’s Road – two storey side extension. 

Members raised no objection to this application. 

Planning Results 

16/02161/NMA: Increased height and footprint apartment block 
A – Land off Forest Road. 

Application approved by BDC. 

16/01769/FUL: Car port etc – 321 Rickstones Road. 

Application granted by BDC. 

Planning Appeals 

The lighting at Rivenhall Oaks Adventure Golf area has been agreed 
via an appeal; following which BDC are making enquiries regarding 
the car park lighting. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 widening & A120 route option consultations 

Following the public participation and after further detailed discus-
sion it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would 
give support to Option 2 for the A12 widening scheme. It was also 
unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would give support to 
Option A for the routing of the A120. 

BDC Local Plan 

As per the January minutes, BDC has deferred their main meeting 
until June 2017. 
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ECC & SBC Joint Replacement waste Plan – Modifications 

It was agreed for the Chairman to circulate detailed comments prior 
to replying to this consultation document. 

Rivenhall Airfield – Waste Incinerator 

Gent Fairhead & Co Ltd have held a preliminary pre-application meet-
ing with the EA regarding a new environmental permit application 
which may be submitted at the same time as the proposed applica-
tion to vary the incinerator stack height. 

Colemans Farm Quarry 

ECC has indicated that all the pre-commencement requirements have 
been met regarding this quarry development. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road to the A12 – Following the 
decision of the ECC Cabinet Member to turn down the weight 
restriction scheme on the basis of a landowner’s concerns 
about access to one field; the Chairman has confirmed that an 
informal meeting with the ECC Cabinet Member took place on 
9th January 2017 and that this scheme may now go to a Scru-
tiny meeting, possibly in February. (Post meeting note: follow-
ing further discussions, the Cabinet Member decision to turn 
down this scheme has been withdrawn and a fresh decision 
notice will be drawn up subject to updated information).  

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road – Discussions con-
tinue regarding a possible reintroduction of the original pro-
posal for a 40mph “buffer” zone. 

c. Rectory Lane – a new scheme to restrict access to the south-
ern end of Rectory Lane to cars but allow for cyclists and pe-
destrians has been submitted. At present ECC is unwilling to 
progress this. 

d. Oak Road - a new scheme submitted re HGVs ignoring weight 
and height warnings going down Oak Road to the railway 
bridge. Numerous residents have complained, police called, 
etc as HGVs try to reverse back causing chaos. The 2 sugges-
tions to the BDLHP are to liaise with all satnav providers to 
detail the road as unsuitable for HGVs and to install some form 
of height warning system between the Rickstones Road junc-
tion and the Hoo Hall access point to alert drivers to go no fur-
ther if they are in over-height vehicles. 

(e) Having received a request from a local resident, The Chairman 
will submit a new scheme for signs alerting drivers to horse 
riders along Rickstones Road. 

The Chairman reported in his role as a member of the BDLHP 
that due to the steep reductions in funding in 2016/17, to be 
continued in 2017/18, schemes are being subject to delay. 
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Reports from PC Representatives 

Cllr. Wright reported back from the AGM of the RPFA that activities 
were at a good level and that the finances of the RPFA had further 
improved.  

Information exchange and items for the March Agenda 

 The lack of efficient signage at the junction of Rectory Lane 
and Rickstones Road. 

 The Chairman reported yet another RTA along Church Road/
Park Road. 

 Public Feedback 

 Reports of animals on the A12 near Burghey Brook 

 The condition of F/Path 4 from St. Mary’s Road 

 Lack of lighting behind the trees edging the footway opposite 
Rickstones Farmhouse along Rickstones Road 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 7th March at Henry Dixon Hall and 4th April at Rivenhall 
Village Hall, both at 8pm. 

End to End Nature Care. 

For our February evening meeting we welcomed back a regular 

friend of the group, Jen Litherland, who offers talks on her often 

rather intrepid world travels. Her latest was perhaps rather tame by 

her standards: a road trip with her partner along the backways of 

Florida.  

More true to form, Jen steered well clear of the more typical Flori-

dan holiday destinations – Miami, Orlando, etc. – and even the 

larger state highways, instead travelling the minor highways of the 

rural parts of the state. Equally, the focus was on a part of Florida 

many do not even realise exists; despite being an “east coast” 

state, Florida has a far longer west coast than it does an east coast, 

leading up to the co-called “panhandle”, a strip of coastal land 

which separates Georgia and much of Alabama from the shores of 

the Gulf of Mexico.  This is an area of sand-spits, lagoons, beaches 

and dunes, with a very active fishing industry.  

In 2010 it was massively impacted by the aftermath of the Deep-

water Horizon disaster, where the large exploratory oil-drilling rig 

suffered a severe blowout resulting in a huge explosion which  

killed many, sank the rig and created a seepage of oil into the Gulf 

of Mexico which, because it was from the ocean floor at a depth of 

over 5,000 feet, was only capped some 3 months later. The initial 
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impact was devastating to marine life and the coastal environment 

over a large area and despite a huge clean-up operation Jen indicat-

ed the after effects were still being felt even 6 years later. Some 

beaches still have congealed layers of oil underneath the surface or 

have clots of oil washing up regularly and Jen showed a photograph 

she took of a pelican which had obvious oil contamination of the 

breast feathers (presumably from swimming through surface oil) and 

indications that by preening it had also been ingesting oil. The fishing 

industry had also obviously been impacted and Jen showed figures 

demonstrating this, with catches of nearly all species significantly 

down, the only increases being in deepwater species no doubt being 

targetted due to the decrease in the more pelagic ones affected more 

by the bouyant oil. 

Although Jen’s journey skirted around Florida’s famous everglades, 

she still managed an encounter with an alligator (although it could 

have been a crocodile, as Florida has both). On a long, straight back 

road they encountered a severe storm – which Jen had captured in 

some wonderful photographs reminiscent of Turner paintings – and 

shelters are evidently provided against the extreme hail which these 

can involve. Having utilised one of these, Jen onlu noticed on leaving 

that there was a large Alligator just the other side of the wall! 

This month we have another travelogue talk, by our own Andrew and 

Jane Moss following their recent trip to the Atlantic island of Madiera.  

“A Visit to the Garden Island” is at 8pm on Wednesday 15th March at 

Silver End Bowls Club, Broadway. A donation of £2 per person is re-

quested to cover costs, but that also includes tea and biscuits which 

we have during a break half way through the evening. 

The summer evening excursions commence on Wednesday 26th April 
at 19:15pm when we will meet at the car park on the track from 
Rickstones Road to Tarecroft Wood, to carry out our regular cowslip 
counting exercise. For more details about this or any of the group’s 
activities contact Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180 or visit 
our website: www.e2e.silverend.org  

 

Lent Course starting Monday 6th March 

This year’s Lent course will be from Tuesday the 7th March 

through to Tuesday 4th of April (that is the 4th, 14th, 

21st ,28th March and 4th April) 

 
 

 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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This Months Recipe by Ann Clark 

This year my recipes will be regional, and I start for no reason at all, 

in Dorset. 

If anyone would like to challenge me to find a recipe from a specific 

area, contact me via the Ed. 

Dorset Apple Cake 

Serve this warm with cream or custard, or cold spread with butter for 

tea. 

 8 oz  Self raising flour 

 4 oz softened butter 

 4 oz castor sugar 

 Half a pound of cooking apples, peeled, cored and diced 

 Grated rind of one lemon 

 1 medium egg 

 2 oz sultanas, optional 

Set oven to 190 degrees, gas 5 

Grease an 8 inch round cake tin 

Put the flour in a large bowl and rub in the butter until it looks like 

breadcrumbs.  Stir in the sugar, apple, lemon rind and egg and mix 

well. 

Add sultanas, if using, and mix in. 

Put the mixture in the tin and smooth top, bake for 30-40 mins until 

golden brown. 

Sky Notes March 2017 

The Spring Equinox arrives (at last !) on the 20th March marking the point 

where day and night are roughly equal over the world. Daylight at our latitude 

increases rapidly, gaining several minutes a day. Further North the change is 

more dramatic. Tromso, for example, a town above the Arctic Circle in Norway 

sees daylight advance by over an hour and a half in the days between the 20th 

March and the end of the month.  

The clocks go forward an hour on Sunday 26th March at 1am and we then stay 

on British Summer Time (BST) for the next 7 months.  

The innermost planet Mercury is quite difficult to find even when well placed as 

it never ventures far from the Sun in the sky. Many people have never seen it. 

On the 29th the very young crescent Moon could offer a useful guide. A clear 

Western horizon will be needed and starting at about 8pm BST, look for the thin 
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young Moon low down, due West. As it gets darker, if you have found the Moon, 

Mercury will be 8 degrees, which is 16 Moon widths, to the right and at the 

same level above the horizon. It will appear as no more than a “spark” in the 

twilight but it is rewarding to find it and to ponder on its extreme environment so 

close to the Sun where the dayside temperature exceeds 400 degrees C. Mer-

cury is also the smallest of the classical planets, with a diameter less than half 

that of the Earth. 

We lose Venus from the evening sky this month after its grand showing 

throughout early 2017. At the start of the month, Venus is still prominent during 

the early evening but it quickly sinks into twilight towards mid-month and passes 

between the Earth and the Sun on the 25th as it “overtakes” us on its faster in-

side orbit. 

Jupiter by contrast becomes more prominent as the month wears on, visible in 

the South East during the late evening and joined by the Moon on the 14th. 

The Moon is Full on the 12th, and noticeably lower in the sky than during mid-

winter. 

Looking towards the South during the late evening in the last week of March we 

can see the stars that make up the constellations of Leo and Virgo, with Jupiter 

offering a helpful guide as it will be just above Spica, the brightest star in Virgo. 

Although too faint to be seen with the unaided eye, this part of the sky has a 

high density of galaxies and in particular the Virgo Supercluster of galaxies 

which astronomers have now mapped out to be about 100 million light years 

across. As early as the C18th astronomers such as Messier and Méchain had 

found many of the brighter galaxies in this region although due to the limitation 

of the technology at the time, they did not know what these objects were as they 

could only resolve them to be hazy patches of light, and they referred to them 

as “nebulae”. We now know that each of these hazy patches in the sky is a gal-

axy like our own Milky Way, and each containing billions of stars as well as 

clouds of gas and dust. Our galaxy, as part of our Local Group of galaxies is 

located along one edge of the Virgo Supercluster which is pulling at us due to 

its massive gravitational pull. Eventually in the far distant future it is thought that 

our galaxy will start to fall towards the Supercluster. So while the Universe is 

expanding overall with galaxies tending to spread further apart, locally gravity 

can condense galaxies to be closer together.  Sky Watcher 

Winner of the Christmas Food and Drink Quiz 

 Mr KEN KETTRIDGE of  Grooms House Silver End 

Many Thanks to everyone who supported the quiz which 

raised about £80 for church funds 

Margaret Martin 
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Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Taylor 

For the month of March, we start with the tragedy on the railway 

line at Rivenhall in 1938 when the decapitated body of Mr. Ernest 

Smith was found near the bridge on Wednesday morning.  The 

body was discovery by James Ager, a platelayer for the railway on 

his way to work. Mr Smith, 51 had left work as normal at 6pm on 

the Tuesday evening from Witham and is believed to have been 

crossing the railway line near his home at Whitelands, London 

Road. 

The Women’s Institute speaker was Mrs. Bradhurst of Rivenhall 

Place, gave a talk about ‘Fresh water shells’ in 1939.  

The competition for this month was Marmalade with the winners 

being Mrs. Harry Brown and Miss Evers. The Institute had been 

collecting Silver Paper for the hospitals funds and 28lbs in weight 

had been collected.  It was announced that Mrs. Mille Stoneham 

had died, whom was the oldest member.   

An evening concert was held at the Public Hall, Halsted in aid of 

the Rivenhall church choir fund in 1881 arranged by Miss Hawkins.  

Part one included Pretty village maiden, Sweet sounds the songs of 

love, Yon silver moon.  Part 2 included a pianoforte duet, L’Elisire 

d’amore and finished with the shepherd’s farewell.  The concert 

was a great credit to all who took part in it. 

While looking through the Rivenhall Review of March 1963 

I found this article which is very much of the news today:   

Fowl Pest Strikes, “No Admission: Fowl Pest” Notices are appearing 

in Rickstones Road. Fowls at Rickstones Farm, the Old Rectory, and 

some of the Rickstones Road poultry keepers have had to be de-

stroyed due to the fowl pest.  

RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The first meeting of 2017 was held on Tuesday 14 th February, 

in Rivenhall village hall. Chairman, Mrs Pat Clark, welcomed 

members and gave out the notices. Tribute was paid to Phyllis 

Gurton , a long time member who died at the end of December. 

Mrs. Gurton had contributed a great deal to the Club in past 

years before she, sadly, became too ill to attend. The Club was 

pleased to welcome two new members who have recently 

moved into the village. 

Our speaker for the evening was Club member Brian Cradwick 
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who spoke on the growing and care of cacti and succulents. Pop-

ular opinion would have it that cacti always have spines and that 

they are desert plants — not true! Cacti do require watering and 

feeding ( Tomorite for example ) and they would not survive in 

the desert. There are thousands of varieties and they originate 

in countries such as the USA, Mexico, Peru, Chile and Argentina, 

which are the main growing areas. Brian had brought along 

many examples of his cacti and succulents ( and explained the 

differences between the two ) varying in ages from 2 to 25 

years. Whilst some will flower after 3years others take many 

years to produce a spectacular flower which lasts but a day. Cacti 

root easily and although Brian keeps then dry between Septem-

ber and March, for the remainder of the year their treatment is 

as for any other plant, however, the first watering is a spray to 

ensure they do not split after the prolonged dry period. Brian's 

obvious enthusiasm and knowledge made for a very interesting 

and amusing evening with good audience participation 

COMPETITION RESULTS 

Horticultural 

1st Don Scott  2nd Maurice Bacon 3rd Cyril Philpott 

Domestic 

1st Darcey Spenner 2nd Karen Dakin  3rd Emma Hopegood 

Flower of the Month 

1st Pat Clark  2nd Sue North  3rd Maurice Bacon 

The next Club meeting will be on Tuesday 14th March, 7.30pm 

in Rivenhall village hall when our speaker will be Dean Winham. 

He is a falconer and will talk about birds of prey. Competitions 

will be: Horticultural — a succulent pot plant. Domestic — 3 ginger 

biscuits. Flower of the month. Entrance is £1 to include refresh-

ment, membership is £5 p.a. All are welcome, we look forward 

to seeing you. For further details contact the Club secretary on 

01376 512781. A reminder that our Daffodil Show will be held 

in our normal Club meeting on Tuesday 11th April. 

 

RIVENHALL POST OFFICE 
Rivenhall now has a Post Office that operates every Friday in 

the Village Hall between 9 am and 12 Noon 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR POST OFFICE 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Silver End Village   

Rear of Boots 

6 Broadway CM8 3RQ 

For Appointments Call:- 

01376 583133  

Friendly Personal Service 

REASONABLE RATES 

Essex Beauty Boutique  
Call 07985 658668 

Manicures—Pedicures—Eyes 

Unisex Stylists 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Chelmer Chimney Services 
Your Professional Chimney Sweep 

Chimneys and flues Must  

Be Swept Annually to 

Prevent Chimney Fires     

Book today on 01245 258406 
Markhagon@chelmerchimneys.co.uk 

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. Collins& Sons Funeral  

Directors  Ltd 

An Independent Family Company 
Established Over 100 Years & Now in Our Fifth Generation 

Visit Our Website: www.gcollinsandsons.net 

Tel: 01376 583750    (24 HOURS) 

4 The Street 

White Notley  

Witham CM8 1RH 

Brother & Sister 

James Collins (Dip FD) & 

Gemma Burdon (Cert FP FIFDC) 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 

  Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

Suffering from memory loss exhaustion 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 
 

Call the PC Doctor 

Tel: 01621 891064 / 0870 285 6017 
Mob 07990 565336 

Email: 
pc_doc@pcdoctoroperations.co.uk 

Surgery Times: 7 am to 7 pm, 7days a week 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

For all You Painting and 
Decorating Needs 

Contact DEAN TABONE 

 

MOBILE:07769 356221 EMAIL: 

breathtaking@hotmail.co.uk 

 

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

HERITAGE PAINTER 

LIME WASH SPECIALIST 

 

FREE ESTIMATES - NO OBLIGATION 

ALL WORK CONSIDERED 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

James Newman 

(MCFHP,MAFHP) 
Home visits/Rest Homes/Nursing homes 

Established for 10 years with a reliable 

and friendly service. I am now doing 

home visits in this area 

Corns,Calluses,Hard Skin,Thick nails,Nail 

trimming 

 

HOME VISITS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

£25 PER PERSON  £40 A COUPLE 

ROUTINE NAIL TRIM ONLY £15 

 

TELEPHONE 01376 519036 



20 

Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

Sat 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details and 

to register your pet online 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Rivenhall Playing Fields Association 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 31 January 2017 

At 7.30 in Rivenhall Village Hall 

 

Apologies 

Apologies were received from Howard Bills, Kevin Bowers and Edd 

Wright. 

Signing of Previous Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed.  

Chairman’s Report 

“Welcome everyone and thank you for coming to our AGM. 

First of all I must do the most important thing, because without 

them there would be no hall. I must thank our committee, Hayley, 

Pauline, Jenny, Clare, Frank, Jack, Graham, Don and our Caretaker 

Debra, who is also our Clerk. This year they have all been 

exceptional in all the jobs they have either done on their own or as 

part of a team. 

Also a big thank you to our volunteer helpers who turn up and give 

their free time and support, especially on Grotto Day. 

Another thank you must go to our local Councillors for all their 

support and advice. 

A lot of people do not realize that apart from the car park and the 

four outside walls, plus the roof, we have to take care of everything 

from paying utility bills, insurances and business rates to painting 

the cloakrooms and changing the light bulbs. At this point I would 

like to thank our handyman Dan for all his hard work inside and, 

hopefully, outside in the Spring, when he hopes to clean and paint 

the outside of the Hall. 

Although our funds look healthy and the Hall is constantly booked 

for children’s parties and regular hire, the cost of repairs gets 

bigger every year. Even having the fire extinguishers checked costs 

Present: 
Mick Marshall – Chairman 
Pauline Marshall – Bookings Secre-
tary 
Hayley Larkin – Treasurer 
Debra Goaté – Clerk/Secretary 
Jenny Turner 
Jack Prime 
Graham Cairns 
Frank Ramsden 
Clare Knight 
Don Scott 

Graham Cairns 
Frank Ramsden 
Clare Knight 
Don Scott 
Trustees and Representatives: 
James Abbott – Braintree District 
Council Rep 
Bob Wright – Parish Council Rep 
  
Members of the Public: 
Nine 
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hundred a year, and must be done. 

The year we have held two Quizzes, a Barn Dance and a Race Night.  

Every Friday morning is a Coffee Morning and the last Friday evening 

of each month is Film Night.  Every Saturday evening Jack holds a 

Bingo session.  The first Friday in December was again Grotto Day.  

The time, effort and hard work put in is well worth it when you see 

the wonder and excitement on the children’s’ and adults’ faces.  I 

am ashamed to say that all of these events are supported mostly by 

outsiders rather than people living in the village of Rivenhall. 

For the first time in several years we had a Christmas Draw which 

seemed to go very well. 

Another feather in our cap is that we have arranged for the Post 

Office to be re‑opened in the Hall on a Friday morning between 

9am and 11.30am, starting on 3 February.  This has been an uphill 

struggle with many wasted mornings due to BT not turning up to 

keep appointments.  But now, hopefully, more people will be able to 

do Post Office business whilst having a great cup of coffee and cake. 

If anyone has any ideas on how we can fund raise or any complaints 

(we know we are far from perfect, but we do try our best) then 

please say at the appropriate time. 

If I have left anything or anyone out, I apologize. 

Mick Chairman” 

Treasurer’s Report 

Hayley distributed the profit and loss account for the year.  The Hall 

made an operating profit of £11,888.93 last year.  There has been 

no capital expenditure, and caretaking and cleaning costs have 

reduced due to Judy having left and Debra attending to this on her 

own. See the attached account for further details. 

Election of New Committee 

The existing Committee stood down. Mick asked whether all the 

members of the previous committee would like to stay – all 

agreed.  Mick then asked for proposals for further members.  

Proceedings went as follows: 

Karen Dakin proposed Lauren Pemberton-Skingley. Sally Carter 

seconded. 

John Cooper proposed Ken Cockrell. Frank Ramsden seconded. 

Clare Knight proposed Michelle Garrad. Jason Skingley seconded. 

The new 2017 Committee is as follows: 

Mick Marshall - Chairman  
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Pauline Marshall – Bookings Secretary Hayley Larkin - Treasurer 

Jenny Turner Jack Prime Frank Ramsden Clare Knight Graham 

Cairns Don Scott Lauren Pemberton-Skingley Ken Cockrell 

Michelle Garrad 

Debra Goate will continue as Clerk/Secretary (non-committee 

member). 

Mick welcomed the new members to the Committee, and 

thanked everyone for attending the AGM.  Mick then invited 

questions or comments. 

a. James Abbott wanted to inform the Committee that there is a 

new Councillor Community Grant Scheme which is worth up to 

£1,500, in tranches of up to £500 per application.  This is to 

help with specific capital items, and is decided by Councillors. 

b. Jack Prime asked whether Howard Bills was remaining as a 

Trustee of the Hall. This was confirmed by Debra to be the 

case, having corresponded with Howard earlier in the day. 

c. Anne Wright asked whether the Committee would consider 

running a 100 Club.  Half the money each month would go to 

the draw winners and half to the Hall.  This will be put on a 

future agenda for discussion. 

d. d. Ray from the 7DA said that his church group would have 

liked to use the stage lights for their Christmas nativity play. 

Mick pointed out that hirers will be charged £25 for the use of 

stage lights and PA system, which Debra will set up for them.  

Frank Ramsden asked why others were not allowed to use the 

stage lights. Debra pointed out that the Committee had 

decided that since the equipment was so expensive, this 

would be the best way to ensure that it was not damaged, 

whether intentionally or accidentally. This will be put on a 

future agenda for further discussion. NB: Debra was asked 

to set the stage lights up and was happy to do so, but 

then Ray decided not to have them after all.e.  

e. Sally Carter wanted to point out on behalf of herself and 

others who could not attend the AGM that if the Committee 

needed help with running events etc, a note through 

letterboxes to request help would be all that was required.  A 

few people had offered.  Mick thanked Sally for this. 

f. Bob Wright asked whether the Hall extension had been 

dropped.  Mick said that getting the money was a problem. If 
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anyone can help with this then it would be looked at again.  

Ray of 7DA asked whether the Hall was a registered charity. 

Mick and Hayley replied that we had considered this but the 

cost and effort of changing the constitution and various other 

legal requirements had meant that this idea had been 

shelved. Sally Carter suggested it may be worth doing if 

funding was easier to acquire. Ray offered speak to his friend 

who has managed to get funding of £50,000 to £70,000 for 

his local community.  Ruth Hassey and Natalie Spenner of 

Riventots have also tried to obtain funding with no positive 

results.  They will continue running Riventots for as long as it 

is viable to do so. 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting follows on immediately after the AGM. 

Close of Meeting The meeting closed at 8.00pm. 

Rivenhall Playing Fields Association 

Minutes of Meeting held on 18 November 2016 

At 7.30 in Rivenhall Village Hall 

Apologies 

No apologies were received. Signing of Previous Minutes 

The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed and signed.  

Open Forum 

Karen Dakin asked whether Coffee Morning still opens at 9am. Clare 

confirmed that this is the case. Karen asked whether we could 

encourage parents to come in. They often stand in the car park 

chatting. It was pointed out that there is a sign outside by the gate. 

Hayley suggested flyers to distribute around the school. Michelle 

suggested adding it to the school Facebook page – she will do this. 

Karen asked whether children are welcome and could they play with 

toys in a corner. Debra said that we got rid of the last lot of toys as 

there was nowhere to store them, and this is still the situation! 

However, people could bring their own, as long as they take them 

Present: 
Mick Marshall – Chairman 
Pauline Marshall – Bookings Secretary 
Hayley Larkin – Treasurer 
Debra Goaté – Clerk/Secretary 
Jenny Turner 
Jack Prime 
Graham Cairns 
Frank Ramsden 
Clare Knight 
 

Don Scott 
Lauren Pemberton-Skingley 
Michelle Garrad 
Ken Cockrell 
 
Trustees and Representatives: 
James Abbott (BDC rep) 
Karen Dakin (Trustee) 
  
Members of the Public: 
None 
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away again. 

Michelle asked whether children could also attend the film nights. As 

family films are shown, this is fine as long as they are well-behaved. 

Jenny noted that we need more people to attend the events we put 

on. Everyone is welcome. 

Any Other Business 

Space – Jack suggested that we erect an inexpensive shed at the 

back of the Hall to store items that have little value, such as the 

tinsel trees. This would free up some storage space needed 

elsewhere. It was pointed out that this may invite vandalism (this 

happened to Riventots shed). This will be discussed further at the 

next meeting. 

Publicity – Jack said that we need to publicise our events more 

effectively, for example more use should be made of “End to End”. 

Pauline said that she sends notices to Peter Hope to put in “End to 

End” but they often don’t go in. He appears to mix up the RPFA with 

the Millennium Committee.  Mick said that from this year the RPFA 

meeting minutes will go in “End to End” so that more people will be 

aware of what we are doing.  Frank noted that often it is not 

delivered until the first week in the month, so anything going on in 

that first week will be missed anyway.  Ken asked whether we have 

a dedicated PR person – not yet.  Mick reminded the meeting that 

we had previously discussed producing an Events Diary sheet to put 

through doors and in “End to End”.  This will be discussed further at 

the next meeting. 

Youth Club – Lauren and Michelle suggested starting up a youth club 

on the first Friday in the month. They both have DRB checks and 

are willing to run it. They will check on numbers, ages and adults to 

children ratios.  Jenny asked what equipment they will need. We 

have a table tennis table. This will be discussed further at the next 

meeting. 

Kids Film Club – Lauren and Michelle also wish to research starting a 

monthly kids film club, showing Disney films to start with.  Again, 

this will be discussed further at the next meeting. 

Film Night – Clare asked that future films for Film Night be 

discussed and decided at Committee meetings. 

Dates for Future Events 

Quiz Night – 21 April. 

Race Night – 13 May. 
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Summer Fete – 17 June. 

Fuscia Show – 29 July. 

Quirky Quiz Night – 22 September (NB: Amended date since 

meeting). 

Barn Dance – 13 October. 

Millennium Race Night – 28 October. 

Christmas Grotto – 1 December. 

Items for Next Meeting Agenda We will be discussing: 

Potential acquisition of new storage shed; Publicity; Events Diary; 

Youth Club; Kids Film Club; Christmas Draw. 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on 13 February 2017 at 7.30pm. Close 

of Meeting The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

Vietnam 2016 on To Hoi An by Clare Hope 

Hoi An is just a short plane ride from the hustle and bustle  of Hanoi  

a 45 minute transfer from  Danang  airport  

Beautiful Hoi An is Vietnam’s most atmospheric town with elegant 

architecture and a lovely riverside setting  . From the 15th until the 

end of the 16th century it was one of Asia’s most important 

ports ,drawing  traders from Europe , America and from the east, 

China and Japan .Now a world heritage site, the Old Town buzzes 

with restaurants bars and expert tailors set amidst historic temples 

shops and houses. As we approached Hoi An, surrounding the town, 

we saw picturesque rice fields and sleepy back lanes. The palm 

fringed coast line lies  is just a few miles to the east and it is 

becoming a  popular holiday destination with new hotels under 

construction with beach views. 

Scattered  in the rice fields we saw  many ornate family graves 

where  family members of the land  owners are buried A few years 

later their bones are dug up, placed in a casket and reburied There 

were people working in the field in high temperatures all wearing the 

familiar conical shaped hats called Non La. These are made of leaves 

or bark held together with thread and then decorated with colours 

before being sealed with varnish, making them waterproof. Whilst 

working in the fields the hats are a  good protection from the sun 

and useful for collecting rain water to quench the thirsty. The rice is 

harvested twice a year and is the staple food supply in the country 

and national economy. Vietnam is one of the world’s richest 

agricultural regions for rice second after Thailand and the second 
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largest exporter world wide  

The most special time of the day in Hoi An is late afternoon and 

evening .The fishermen set out to sea, hoping for a bountiful catch . 

The sunsets are magical and hundreds of different coloured Chinese 

lanterns are lit in the streets and along the river side (see picture 

inside cover). The shops all have a charm of their own enticing the 

tourists. There are street sellers all asking passers-by to buy their 

wares  A small girl sitting on the road side accompanied by a man 

approached our group asking “wanna buy a candle “Another teenage 

girl rushed off to replenish her stocks of homemade Christmas cards 

coming back to find us hours later to sell us some more. She was so 

grateful. Many of the locals spoke good English and they were all 

happy ,friendly and hard working. Those who worked in the tailor’ s 

shops worked long hours and would measure and make a suit (with 

fittings) within 24 hours. Four centuries ago the people living in Hoi 

An began sewing clothes for visiting sailors involved with the silk 

trade but in the late 1800’s the Bon river silted up and the ships 

moved north . Now the town and the tailors rely on tourists who take 

many of the handmade garments home from where other garments 

can be ordered . Some of the fabrics especially the silks are 

beautiful ,we, saw the silk worms spinning their cocoon’s and the 

process that gradually becomes silk of such vibrant colours and 

patterns.  

Our guide had always lived in Hoi An and introduced us to her aunt’s 

restaurant. Here the food was cheap and “yummy,” lots of noodles 

rice, vegetables and fish all very healthy ( somehow I still managed 

to gain weight, may be it was the wine) !! 

The following day our guide took us to My Son (See picture inside 

cover) the former capital of Champa kingdom 25 miles south west set 

amongst a circle of mountains The Cham ruled parts of what is now 

central and southern Vietnam from the 4th until the 13th century and 

this site of 70 red brick temple towers dedicated to Hindu deities 

representing the height of their spiritual and artistic expression 

During the 4th century My Son became a religious cultural and 

educational centre and dedicated to the Cham kings.  

Some of the ornamental work was never finished After building the 

structures the Chams carved decoration into the brick work  and 

covered the towers with gold Although much of the architecture was 

destroyed during the Vietnam war 1955 -1975 it is amazing how 
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much survived the war and how well made and constructed they were  

all those years ago. 

By this time we had readjusted to temperatures of 34 degrees. Some 

of the My Son site was shaded by trees and there were places to find 

shelter with plenty of water to drink and copious quantities of insect 

repellent worn ! As we headed back to Hoi An we had time to reflect “ 

Wow “ I had no idea what an amazing country Vietnam was .Next 

month I will tell you about Saigon, Ho Chi Minh and our trip to the Cu 

Chi tunnels which were constructed by Vietnamese resistance fighters 

during both the French and the American invasions. 

“Fraud and scams” the risks 

A scam is a fraud and who is at risk we all are, you are more 

likely to become a victim of fraud than any other crime. The 

villains involved are ruthless care little about their victims and do 

not discriminate. People of all age groups, and the vulnerable are 

all liable to fall victim of this crime, the biggest risk is thinking 

that it could not happen to me. Programmmes like “Hustle” 

glamourize fraud but to a victim there is nothing glamorous about 

being a victim, it can and does destroy people’s lives. 

Fraud comes from many directions and in many forms constantly 

evolving and by no means limited to the few examples below: 

Postal delivery: Lottery and holiday wins (should be suspicious 

when you have not even entered it!); sales pitches involving a 

continued commitment, someone stranded abroad in need of 

cash, inheritance, and as below in “telephone, computers and the 

internet” these may come via the post too. 

ATM and shops: Distraction at the ATM i.e. dropped cash and 

“shoulder surfing” for your PIN number, devices attached to the 

ATM to hold your card and/or read your PIN, “shoulder surfing” at 

the till in a store followed by a distraction in the car park while 

you are getting into the car in order to steal your card from 

within your bag in the car. Contactless credit cards can be read 

by unauthorised readers, this can be prevented by keeping them 

in foil card wallets available from some banks and online traders. 

Telephone, Computers and the internet: You are told either by 

telephone or via an E-mail that you have virus in your computer 

and that you need to give them remote access to your computer, 

your telephone bill has not been paid and your telephone will be 

cut off, those in “postal delivery” above may also come via Email, 
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there has been unusual activity on your bank account they 

obtain your account details from you and send a courier round 

for your card(s), You have shares in such and such company 

and we doing a hostile takeover and would like to buy yours – 

of course there will be a fee, shopping frauds, carbon credit 

scams. 

The list would go on and on and I do not have the space to 

cover them all.  

Reporting fraud and further advice is available from Action 

Fraud http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ or ring 0300 123 

2040, other sources of advice are:  

https://www.essex.police.uk/getmedia/31fbf2b6-a7b6-4d90-

842b-ad9f6ec65346/fraud_not_just_a_scam_but_a_crime_ 

leaflet.pdf  (also available from Essex Police stations). 

http://www.met.police.uk/docs/little-book-cyber-scams.pdf  

https://www.getsafeonline.org/ 

Lastly remember if it looks too good to be true invariably it is, 

and you get nowt for nowt. Stephen Armson-Smith 13/02/17 

Where are the Snowdrops—A Poem 
To Go with our Cover Photos 

 

Where are the snowdrops?” said the sun. 

“Dead” said the frost, “Buried and lost, every one.” 

“A foolish answer,” said the sun 

“They did not die, asleep they lie, every one. 

And I will awake them, I the sun, 

Into the light, all clad in white, every one.” 

“It’s rather dark in the earth today” 

said one little bulb to its brother. 

But I thought that I felt a sunbeam’s ray. 

We must strive and grow ’til we find our way” 

and they nestled close to each other. 

They struggled and strived by day and by night, 

’til two little snowdrops in green and white 

rose out of the darkness and into the light; 

and softly kissed one another. 

By Annie Mattheson born March 1853 died 1924 

Many of us learnt this poem when we were at school and every 

year it comes back to me when from nowhere the snowdrops 
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appear ,  Galanthus ,a greek word meaning milk flower and nivalis 

meaning snow they create little patches of colour. 

 A member of the lily  family , there are about 20 species of 

snowdrops found in our woods ,hedgerows ,parks and church 

yards .Their heads look like three drops of milk hanging from a 

stem .These perennial flowering plants are toxic but have been used 

in medicine and also for  waterproofing the fabric of early planes. 

A reference to the snowdrop can be found in Gerade’s “Great 

herbal” published in 1597 and may have been brought to England 

by Italian monks who introduced the bulbs into monastery gardens. 

I always think how amazing it is that such a fragile pretty flower 

can bloom year after year pushing itself out from the cold ,dark soil 

to give us the sign that spring is just around the corner 

The 2017 Burns Supper 

A very successful Burns Supper was attended by over 160 people at 

Silver End Village Hall on Saturday. 

Irene Samson gave the Address to the Haggis and Jackie Allan 

delivered the Immortal Memory with anecdotes from the life and 

times of Robert Burns (See Pictures inside back cover). At the 

conclusion of this the Master of Ceremonies, Simon Joles, invited 

the men to be upstanding and drink a toast “to the Lassies”. 

After a traditional meal of haggis, tatties and neeps, masterminded 

by our very able caterer, Jackie O’Connell, and assisted by a team 

of willing helpers, the floor suddenly became alive to the patter of 

many enthusiastic and tartan clad folk dancing to Scottish dance 

tunes – these were played by the Garlic Spread Band with our own 

regular caller, Sue Last. 

Four members of the Essex Caledonian Pipe Band entertained us 

during the interval with their bagpipes and drums, after which a 

very successful raffle was drawn. 

The event was held in aid of the Rivenhall & Silver End Parish 

Churches.  Our very grateful thanks go to all those who came and 

to all those who helped in so many ways to make this event such a 

success.  We couldn’t do it without you!! 

Many Thanks! 

To everyone who kindly donated raffle prizes for the Burns 

Supper in February. It was very much appreciated and the 

Raffle alone made a profit for church funds of £303 
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Witham & District Lioness Club   

Are you or is anyone you know in need of an elec-

tric mobility scooter. 

 The Witham & District Lioness Club  have an elec-

tric mobility scooter that they are willing to loan out. 

For further details please contact 

Lioness Mary Stote on 01376515291  

Mothering Sunday Service 

Sunday 26th of March 2017 9.30 am 
St Francis 11.00 am St Mary’s
Posies will be provided for all mother

Please bring your mothers and join us for a fam-
ily service of celebration 
and thanksgiving

EASTER SERVICES 

9th April 9.30 St Francis 11 am St Mary’s 

PALM SUNDAY 

13th April St Marys 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday HC 

14th April 10.15 am outside Coop SE Walk of Witness 

Followed by Service at St Francis Church 11 am 

Holy Saturday 

Children’s Fun  15th April 

St Francis 12 noon St Mary’s 2 pm 

15th April Easter Eve Vigil Service 9.30 pm 

16th April Easter Sunday 9.30 St Francis 11 pm St Mary’s 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 07749 657390 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 07749 657390 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Dot Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library Mar Wed 1st 15th 29th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  

Oak Stores  Sam and Kirsty Norman 618659 
 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



The My Son Temples Near Hoi An 

Streets filled with Lanterns Hoi An 

Jackie Allan (organiser) and Tom 

Broderick about to pipe in the haggis. and a group of dancers. 

The Burns Supper 




